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and believing, not necessarily revealed by any overt act. The manuals of
inquisitors abound in nice and subtle distinctions, such as were apt to be
produced by an attempt to deal consistently and scientifically with an
offence by its very nature complex. A careful classification was made of
various types of heretic. Affirmative were those who openly avowed their
errors, negative those who denied or prevaricated ; perfected heretics were
those who not only held erroneous opinion but modelled their lives in
accordance with it, imperfect those who simply held the opinion but did
not conform their behaviour to it. In addition to undoubted heretics the
court took cognisance of those who had in greater or less degree exposed
themselves to suspicion of heresy. Thus, to have saluted a heretic or
listened to his discourse on a single occasion was to become lightly suspect ;
to have done so twice or thrice to become vehemently suspect ; to have
done so often to become violently suspect. The idea was that for a good
Catholic to have acted in such a way as to have incurred the bare suspicion
of heretical contamination was in itself a misdemeanour, for which penance
must be imposed. Fautorship or the defence of heretics, either in the
shape of positive aid or even the most trivial kindness or courtesy or in
the shape of neglect to bring them to justice when opportunity offered,
was a more serious offence. Sometimes a crime which was not primarily
one of heresy was dealt with by the Inquisition, because it resulted from
some erroneous belief. Usury, adultery, clerical concubinage did not come
under inquisitorial cognisance as such; only if the guilty persons committed
those offences with the heretical opinion that they were not sinful. In
the fifteenth century much of the tribunal's attention was occupied by
cases of sorcery and witchcraft. Alexander IV had exhorted inquisitors
not to be deflected from their proper work by such cases ; but Bernard
of Como in 1250 championed the view that the magic arts were a form
of heresy, and this interpretation easily prevailed.

The commencement of inquisitorial proceedings was preceded by the
announcement of a time of grace, and a promise of mild treatment for
those who voluntarily surrendered themselves before its expiration, and
the promulgation of an edict of faith, calling upon good Catholics to
denounce the guilty. The actual trial resolved itself largely into a pro-
longed interrogatory of the accused either by the inquisitor himself or his
vicar. If the accused did not at once make confession and throw himself
upon the mercy of the court, he had to try to explain away the dipamatte
against him. This was no easy matter. To invalidate the diflbmtitio it
was necessary to prove that the witnesses were actuated by mortal enmity,
for it was assumed that no motive less strong could induce a&y one to
launch so terrible a false accusation. As the accused was never confronted
with the witnesses, and was never informed who had defamed him, all he
could do was to give a list by guess-work of his possible enemies. These
disabilities to the defence existed for the protection of informers against
the chance of vengeance. The Inquisition was quite rodiscriroin&te in its
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